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Hozoured Sir , 


2 £574 @, OU have beenpleaſed ( in order to compoſure | 
Q FL of our unhappy diff:rences ). to ſuggeſt unto a , 
VE gavcand learned Divine, 'a conſiderable caſe of 
Wall F Conſcience relating to Church-Diſcipline , 

| E/S (012. ) The conſiſtency of Epiſcopacy with the 
Solemn League and Covenant ; and you have 

z ; thereby produced his Refolution unto the /oo/ing 

sf Saint Peters Bonds , (as he ts pleaſedto entitle it ) : You 

may , S'r, remember, it 1s Solomons experienced Rule , It is 4 
ſnare (or ſtumbling ſtone ) to devour holy things, and after 
Pows to make enquiry, ( How to keep or retrac them, ſairh 

ſercer ) for thatindeed many times the Reſolution proveth 
more intangting than the Obligation ; Iwith rhat this were not 
found the unhappy fare of Dr. G audes kis ſence and ſolution of rhe 

( ovenant in point of Epuſcopacy. 

- Truly, Sir,agcording to that little skill that I have in things of 
this nature, this Reſo{ut:on to your inquiry is ſo ſadly ſhipyrackc 
on the wncertainty of the ob jet, inadvertency of expreſſion , and 
zmbecillity of Anſwer and Argument , thoſe three Rocks that 

| A 2 lay- 


Prov. 20, 253 


(2); | 
lay-way- conſcience-ſarisfa&tion , that it capnor-: arrive at its - 
defiredihaven ; but notwithſtanding: its Anyelical yoice will 
leave Saint Petey ag faſt fertered asirfound him, 1E, Sir, I may 
do it without offence , I would make bold co diſcover ir , that 
ſome other attempt for Saint, Perrer's reſcue may be-under- 
raken. | 
Bacertain pro- Firſt. Sir, there is nota greatet danger to be ſhunned by a 
ſal of he -Caſaift, than a miſt ake , or. uncertain props/al ofahe objeft , or Ra- 
ah tio formalie, of the obligation ſcrapled and to be diſcharged , which 
oiveth occalion to the ſcrupulous confcience more eafily to (tart 
from the moſt pinching Concluſions thatare put upon it ; and 
herein, Sir, if I miſtake nor, the DoQor is very unhappy , for he 
propounds the objeR, or Ratio formalis, of the Covenant , under 
the general term Epi/copacy, the which he well knoweth is own- - 
| edas an appellation common toall and every the Goyernors 
AR 20. 28- of the Church , who are in Scripture denominated B:ſhops ; and 
' by 200d demonſtration Bifhop and Presbyter have been afferted 
to be ſynonimous ticles of Church-Officers , and are found ro 
have been ſo uſed - the rare = - the ag and 
| Writings of the Fathers, and in this fenſe the Ejz/c-pacy which 
oo rs he. ſuppoſeth robe the obje& of the-Covenanr , Logs onely 
conften 22 the Government of the Church by the Miniſt rs and Officers - 
| the Covenant, thereof, who may , and mult in their ſeveral- Afſemblies ( ordi- 
215 cansa ) havea Preiident or. Moderator to rezulate and diſ- 
poſe all things which belong to. order, as in all policy ro the 
Chair belongeth z andif chis be-it he means by his Epsſcopacy, 
Primitiv”, Regular, Reformed, and pattrnal Epiſcopacy, which I 
could eaſily imagine when I obſerve the Emphaſis of his univer- 
ſal diſcretive All Epiſcopacy, pag. 9. and elſe-vhere ofren men- 
tioned, andthatin.an GE to ſome Epiſcopacy ab;u'ed 
ard fit to be extirpated ; and that itis explained by the adjunRs, 
Reformed and Regulated as it ought to be , as pag. 8. and op- 
- Poſed ro an Epiſcopacy the confeſſed ſubjetof abuſive exceſſes 
ard def. 5, not onely in the execmtionof its authority , through 
the fanlts and mnfirmities of ſome Biſhaps aud the;r inſtru- 
ments , who poſſibly were. not ſo worthy and good, or not ſowiſe 
and diſcreet , as became Chriſtian Biſhops , and Ecclefhaftical 
Governors of Chriſts Church; but alſo in the very inconvent- 
excy of its Conſtits; ion 4nd Cuſtoms in Evgland , pag. 10. ere 
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both which he confeſſerh , pieean hoy _—_ an voepine 
5 penis Reformation of Epiſcopacy, bejoni t er -exceſ- 
foe 3.07, defe vegnar Boſco rc tow of 'ut Shad more 
particularly by: that Explication which is annexed in pap. 14. 
T he efficacions conjunttion of it with Preshytery according to 
the Redattion of the moſt Reverend Primate of Armagh, and the 
conſideration of oh Lord Verulam offered to King James. If, 
I ſay, this be che Epsſcopacy he means, I humbly conceive in his 
Rook he doth [#dare y gK-pes , labour to lirrle purpoſe ; for ſo 
far is any intelligent Covenanter from looking on their '/ook- 
ing back to the Primitive , Catholick , and Wniverſal Govern- 
ment of this , or any other antiem Chu:ches, to endanger the 
turning of them into Pillars of Apoſtacy , as Lots wife was into a 
pillar of Salt ; that they judge their arrival ar itto be their Zoar 
in their eſcap: from Sodem, and hereof he' mizhr have aflused 
himſelf by whiat ( pag. 22. ) he profcſſeth himſelf ro know to have 
been the ſenſe of the learned men in the late Aſſembly of Divines, . 
and by Mt. MarſhaPs Dedaration , that the Covenant was le= 
velled at the Deſpoticum Tyranui. um Regimen z there are no- 
Covenantrers that' know any thing of the true nature of Preſ- 
byrery, bur they will embrace this Ep:ſcopa-7, as not onely cor» - 
fiſtent with, but the vety complement of the Covenant astothac 
Point and Article, and wilt confeſſe this is not onely the haneft, . 
bur: lueral and complexive meaning of it, and-wi h him will 
condemn them for *r:1g14 Bigots and virulent ſpirits',; to be 
ſleighred ;"not Ririven with, who conceive themſelves bound a= 
oainſt fuch a Primitive, Riformed , and Regwar Epiſcopacy ur- 
der ſuch 'a teduQion (as T conceive?) would prove'the formal - 
carruption of the Eprſcopacy covenanted againft, and:I hope - 
he will find few, very few tuch Covenanters i England. 

Bur if, Sir, by Ep:ſcopacy he mean ( as 1 muſt confeſle Iam 
jealous he Coth ) that frame ab&dfabrick by which the man of 
fin was made manifeſt ,*did advance himſelf in the Temple cf - 
God, above ( not onely.all his. fellow- Miniſters or Biſhops) x7, vulgat 
bur even Magiſtrates, all that were called God ; which was, by qd late acces 
his appearance and' exaltation, i»#ovated into, and obtruded on cation of Epi 
che Churches of Godin theſe Nations, on thefall of the Monks copacy repug 


ſucceeded , as inplace, fo in'property , and almait power ) di 
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appear paps alterins..mundi;, wherein Biſbops ag a ſpecies or. 

kind of dliaſiers beat ab) ee frog Piegp rs; and fs 
Supprins yp theany nos guely ip Pele of Ofdet, But Olice end 
Augboricy » together with all char Hierarchy by 'whicti ict was 
executed ; all which his termsdo too plainly ſageeſt when' he 
fpeaks of che Epiſcopacy which England ſometimes had z Was 
lately deſtrojed,, the ['gal Epiſcopacy, pas. 19, an Epiſcopacy 

wherejn the Biſhops are ciltin&t from Presbyters , pas, 21. ar- 

r0gate unto themſelves the ſole power of Ordsiving Miniſters , 
and 'to be the chief Conſervators, Ciſterns, and Conduits of 
Ecclefiatical Authotity , ard Miniſterialpower , pag. 12, who 
have not onely Precedency and Order , but paterna/ Amthoriry , 

pag 18. and that not onely over People , but their Paftors ; 
who are by this antuchelis fraternal with them, and ſofitial to 

the paternal power of the Biſhops; and make up the paternal , 
fraternal , and filial un ty of Biſhops, Presbyters , and People , 
Pag.5. Nay, in oppoſition to whom the ordinary Miniſter” or 
Presbyrer is diveſted of all power, and. degraded of all dignity 
-among the people; andthe Biſhop , as dignified above him, ſo 
ditingu'ſhed from him by his Lawr-ſleeves , -which is plain'y 
luggetted when hetells us, The people of pr ne are not tobe 
governed by their cquals and inferiors , becauſe they are 53n black 
Coats, pag. 17. Alltheſe expreſſions, with many of the like 

nature, do ſeem to ſet up and point out ſuch an Epiſcopacy , as 
isnot Primitive and Regular : And I ſay, if this be themean- 
-ing of his Ediſcopacy , as the word (in the yulgar accepta- 
tion , by the toolorg appropriation of it to ſuch an unjuſt and 
Anti-chriftian frame of Government ) may be underſtood : 
Truly , Sir, then I muſt be free to tell him ,' the, ſenſe and very 

Letter of the Covenant is clear againſt it, and binds the taker 
1 terminis , tO the extirpation of Prelacy , that is to ſay , the 

Government by Arch- Biſhops , Biſhops, their Chancellors and 

Commiſſaries,, Deans, Deans and Chapters » Arch-Deacons , 
and all ether Eccleſiaftical Officers epexding on that. Hierar- 

.chy. So that iris thething, notics abuſe ; the ſybje& , not its 
adjun&ts ; the Fabrick, not us defeAs andexceſſes , is covenan- 

red againſt, nor will the . Covenant be accompliſhed , or the 

Conſcience be ſacisfied, bythe removal of the pride , preſumpri- 
.0n, idlexeſs , covetonſneſs, and tyramsy of Biſhops , whilſt the 
Pre- 
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preheminence, provog ative, paternal pomer., aed juridical an 
thority , afſumed by them as diftina from and above all other 
Miniftersofthe Goſpel', as the only immediate Succeſflors of 
the Apoſtles , and enforced by their High Commiſion and Star- 
chamber-wirh-ather imperial Courts, Officers ', and proceed- 
ings are continued and eſtabliſhed /; nor muſt he think *"by his 
SophiRical compariſon”,- to deceive and delude the conſcience | 
relling us ; page 17, 18. That, they that Covenamed againit 
Popery , cannot think, they did abjure, or muſt abhorre all thaſe 
ſaving maths and duties” of  Chriftianity ;, which are mixed 
with Popery; for - whatſoever is formal popery. , .though it be 
an Engliſh Maſs or eAltar , that, all that, thoughonly thar 
muſt be abhorred ; and I conceive it yer remains: to be proved 
that the paternal awthority of Epiſcopacy is a ſaving truth or 
( hriſtian duty , or not of the furmaluy of prelacy, an] clear- 
ly intended in the word Hierarchy,Chicf-Prieſt-hood,as the prin- 
ciple of alt the unjuſt power andptiority aſlumed ang exerci{'d 0- 
ver other Minifters ;-and ſo that very government :covenanted a- 
gainſt. Ir is nO hard caſe of conſcience to reſolve whether a man 
may uſe the good and ſubſtantial materials of a defiroyed Fa- 
brick ; but I conceive it an hizhfallacy , from thence to unpoſe 
the very form reſolved againſt, 0 314.4 
You ſee Sir, at what uncertainty we are left, whillt the 2b7et 
of the obligation is ptopounded under a general iterws ,' whoſe 
proper, primitive, and genuine fignification, ſuggeits one thing 
and the vulear and long-uſed acceptation fuggetts avother :- and: 
our reſolution is darkned by the multitude of expreſſians .,. con- 
cluding ſometimes one , and ſometimes the orher thing : which - 
of theſe ſhall a conſcientious Covenanter enbrace ? . You can- 
norSir , but know, the work of a Caſuitt, 1s, %tob2 full, .and 
bg in the diſcovery of the Katie formalis, thing or matter; . 
concerning which the conſcience conceiverh it ſelf obliged; and 
\that it isa creat unhappineſs in an [»rerpreter, and much greater 
in a Caſ#;/h, to reſolve obſcura per obſeuriora, - '- | 
- BurSSir, tharI may reftrfie' my wiflingnefs rounderſiand him, 
and cement, what in me lieth, theſad differences in the Church; 
Shall Ientreat you, will pleaſe to: provok2 the Door, and his * 
Anti-covenant-Brethren, ſuch as ſeem to advance and promote 
an Ejiſcopacy ferupled by Covenancters; to ſpeak out, and clearly 
to - 


co declare; whether-they wiltl.admic-che removak of the Go: 


_ veranienc- by'Acch-Biſhops , and chat lare Hierarchy; which he 


esbyrerial 
piſcopacy 
? itted. 


concludes, pare 18. 15 dead, and mult riſe in another licy 
and ( according to what is, > _—_ in the Reduttrom by:him 
urged.) conſent tothe eſtabliſhthent of Congregazional ;-'Claſ- 
ſical;Pcovincialz andNationat Aſſeniblies,or Synods of Church- 
Officers ; Conmnni concilio Presbyterorums 3 to debare and de- 
cermine the affairs af the Church , and exerciſe all Acts of diſci- 
plineandEccleſialtick power -: Ineach of which if there .be /p- 


-uatins his Angel , Tir:ullian his Sunmue-[acerder, or. Armagh's 


Jominering 
relacy refuſed 


. very ReduRiqn propoſed doth ng obſcurely ſuzgeſt, - Sir ., the 


Bsſhip or  Sup:r-ntenden's: for order ſake t@ callaſſembles, pro- 
nd queltions, gathier luffrages, . requise.Q;der'and compoſure 
inaudience and debate, pronounce ſentence , and hn Decrees, 
and to be fixed 11 that place , enjoying all the diznittes-thereto 
be'oneme, and to be diitinguiſhed by ſome ſpecia] denomination 
from hi; Chorepiſcopt or Collcazues ; . they-thall not puly enjoy 
my-conſene :( who Fhope make conſc ence of the-Covenanc :) 
dur alſo endzavour(which1 think will not-much-neeMrhax all the 
Covenamed-Miniſters may joyn-with themina Petition! to' His 
Majefty, that by a Synod (by his Majeſties Authoriry) called, ic 
may be ſpeedily confulted and concluded ceaderatach I:doubt 
not bur the Paace of the Church will be- preſerved, -and power 
of truth and 2odlineſs bepromoted, . - - +: + oe 
Bur if nothing will ſerve them but Bilbpp3; ditin& i order a»d 
eff: ce from me ua and exerciſing over them a paternal auths- 
xity ; - appropriating to themlelves the power of ordaining CMini- 
fters, and the ſucceſſion tothe Apoſtles, and the juriſdiction before 
nored ;- we mult intreat him to produce thoſe -lear, pregnant, 


 and- conflant beams of 13ght \reafon, and tri Religion, which 


ſhineth in the brightueſs.and Frabulity of Div ne axd Humane 
Laws ; whichmay be the p'lars of this trath,, firm ſupports of 
duty , ſure bonds of obedience ,, and ſafe repoſe of conſcience in 
this-point ; greatly darkned by the many diſputes of Biſhops and 
Presbyrers ; Papiſts and Proteſtants ;.nay, by the poſitive affer- 
tions of both Papiſts and: Proteſtant Divines, - and determina- 
tions of Schoolmen , who have concluded B:ſhips and Presby- 
ters ro be Miniſters ejuidem. ordints , equal in office and an- © 
thority , and in this very caſe of government; all which his 


con- 


Rd 


of [TED 


conſciopce is ( by him confeſſed ) ro. be more tender , than to be 
deluded with ſophiſtry ,- or filenced by a pretence of Regulati- 
on and Moderation , which intends no other ſaves a ReduQion 
of Epiſcopacy to its priſtine and corrupt efiate , not anto Preſ- 
bytery. Y | 
: "Thus, Sir, Thave noted the firſt Rock, and the DoRors un-/ 
happy daſhing againſt it , which muſt needs render ineffeual , 
whatever he after writeth. : | 
The ##advertexcy of his expreſſions will appear no leſs evi- x1... 
dent , than his ambiguous tate of the {cruple , and irs .reſoluti- cf exprefſic 
on-, if we either obſerve its fierceneſs or falſhood : The fietce- 
nefle of itis much manifeſted in thoſe multiplied inveRives: ut- 
rered againſt the Covenant and Amthority which did injoyn it , 
and perſons who did compole it, in theſe and the like intem- _ 
perate terms, © A Fratagem of State, a Flag of Fattion, an ex- Fierce expre 
*© one framed of purpoſe to batter down Epiſcopacy, pag. 13. —_ 
* Covenaxting ( omplements , -and Reformings of bungling 
© Reformers, pag. 24. The petty compoſition of a few 
* 2:4 'ch.mn, Sabjclts , not Pringes , andgpery mean Subjetts 
© r00; ſome of them , either as Lawyers or Mimſters, a great 
© part of whow , | ard o:hers well krow to be 99 wery preat 
* Clerks or Stateſmen, fitter for a Country (ure , than to 
« contrive Selemn Leagues and Covenants; whoſe heads , r= 
© cher thaw their hearts ; and their State--Correſpondencies , 
© mare than their ( onſcietces , bronght forth the ( ovenant , 
© pag. 11: Theeffett of Scottiſh importunities , Engliſh compli« 
© axces, and Presbyterian inſolencies , pag. 5o Brought farth by 
« rhe Midwifry of Tumulrs and Armies, engaged an1 enra- 
« ved Parties and Fattions ; whoſe wrath aud policy were not 
<« probable to work the righteouſneſſe of God ; evil Angels, turning 
&« our waters into blo:d, pag, 6,7. Theſ'and many the like Rail- 
ing, Taunting,and intemperate terms, much b:low the expe&ed 
ſobriery ofa ſo Publickly profeſſed h-aler of Englands wounds: 
Yer asan evidence of his fury, he falſely charzerh the Cove- 
nant with moſt ſad and ubleſtefefs, and to have been the 
cauſe of all the © hawvocks in Church and State , improſperi- 
& ries, diſorders, confuſions , contempts , wars , ſpoils, blood- Falſe charge 


«C[ted; mpon all eſtates and degrees, contempt of Religion , 
41d negh.& of Savram:nts , pag. 7. One of the great ge = 
"M0 *f For 
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ror the King*s -ſhipwrack,, no leſs than the Churches and 
&« States, and that ut was watered wuh th: King's blood., pag..$. 
I.cannot but.wopder to find Dr. Gasder thus anlafter calum- 
mare ! for can any, confiderate Reader , or competent Obſerver 
of the tranſaRions of our Nations. in theſe laſt yea:s, read 
theſe reproachful ſpeeches, and not conclude them @ #2o#7 po- 
ſitive and publick calumny ? Let.the Covenant. it ſelf be con- 
fidered, and can it, by reaſon of any tendency in ir ſelf, be 
charged tu be the proper cauſe of ſuch prodigious effe&Rs ? Is ir 
not the moſt fervent profeſſion of Piety towards God , 
Loyal:y to the King ,, and Juſtice towards. Men , that 
can be made ? Is it not the moſt firm tye to Religion 
that can be faſtned 2 and the fulleſt-ſecnrity of all kind of 
Inteceſts, the Preroga:ive of the k. ing, the Priviledges of Par- 
liament, and Liberty of the $ubjeft , which can be given ? Can 
any thing bur ill-will repreſent to the world ſuch w»bl-/# :ff:Hs as 
the natural produQts of it * Andifſone perſons engaved in it 
hav@engazed in, and acted ſuch horrid impieties, inhumane and 
barbarous a&ions, ygder the falſe cry of the Covenant ; ſhall a 
man of juſtice charge the baſterd-brood of ſuch prophaneneſs 
co be the natural iſſue of ſo ſolemn gnd ſacred an Oath ! 

But , Sir, wi!l notanobſervarion of the time, when theſe ſad 
and unbleſt effe&s fell upon us, . acquit the Covenant from be- 
ing in the leaſt 4cceſſary un o the produQton of thera ? If my ob- 
ſervation fail me nor, and I be not miſtaken in my account , the 

 onfufon be. © EhroWing fools at the heads of the Biſhops 1n Scotland , thz 
the Cove- ©© pulling Yown the Starre-Chamber and High-Commiſſion 
ant. *© Courts ( thoſe grand ſupports of Prelatical pover ) the t1- 
& king away the Biſhops Votes and Seffion in Parliament: Thz 
« preparations againit Scorland, ( by Biſhop Pierce his B uns 
« Epr/copale ) the tumults about Lambeth, the impriſonment 
« of the Biſhops in the Toxe-, the tumults about Whitehal 
« 2nd Weft miner , with his late Majeſties departure from th: 
« two Houſes , the ſetting up his Majeſty's Standard , the a'a- 
* rums of War, with many Butles and bloodſhed ; the vic- 
* lence of the vulgar againſt che Liturgy , Crofles, and Altars, 
&« with all that confuſion and diſorder which attended our firſt 
< unhappy differences , are of ſome years date before the Cove- 
nant was impoſed, or ſo much as deviſed or, digefied K = 
WAIC 


(9) | 
which were not cnely begun , bur carried to ſome conſiderable. 
progreſs before it had its being ; how then could theſe be the | 
black ſhadows of its appearing and prevailing in E "gland? 
Son? have obſerved, that from the time of the raking of the 
Covenant , ſuccefle fell on the fide of the Parl'amenc, and 
things did thence-forwatd grow into a tendency co- peace , and 
reſted not untill it effe&ed the Reſolves that His HMajeſties 
( onceſſions were ſatisfattory and ſnſf.ci:nt ground of peace. And , 
here ler ic-be noted, that it was ſo farfrom being warered with 
the. Kings blood, that when the debate ( relating te His Ma- 
jeſty ) engaged the Conteſts in the Houſe, which run the Ar-. 
mics on thoſe high -inſolencies againſt the Parliament, as to 
pull out violently 120 Members, whoin conſcience of the Co 
venant , did purſue and firuggle tor His Majefties Keſtut#:ion Covenantcs 
ith honour and happixeſſe. And the Covenant was by that _ gu_ 
perfidious pack openly declared uſeifle, a» 1/manack ont of EY 
date, and violatedwith the higheſt impiecy imaginable , to make 
way to thar execrable murder of His moſt Sacred Majeſty. 
Nay, Sir , can the c/amours of the Covenant ( which were ſo 
loud in Preſſe and Pulpit by the Miniſters of Lexdoy in their 
Re;reſertaiion to the Army at St, Albans ( before they per=- _ 
petrated rheir horrid deſigns ) in their publick Vindication 
Printed with their names.ſubſcribed, witneſfing to the world the 
inconſiſtency of that barbarins proc:edi»g with the Solemn 
League. and Covenant ) be ſo far out of the Do&ors remem- 
brance, as to charge the Covenant (ſo eminently approved 
the pillar of witneſs againſt it) ro have been the Rock of the Kings | 
ſhipwrack,, and watered with his blood? Your Caſullt was wil- 
ling to have all the world toknow * his innocency asto that * eprinting 
in! umane wickednefſe: Me-thinks,Sir,he ſhould not quite over- his own Pre 
look others no leſs innocent than himſelf. teſt againſt j 
Moreover, Sir, many that are no K:g1d Bogots,or virulent 1... 
ſpiri 5, and have confidered the concurrence-of affairs in this 1, cauſe of or 
Church and Kinz2dom , think, that without breach of charity lace confutior 
er ſobriety , they may conclude the arrogancy of Pre/ltes , the 
. alterations of pnblick, w rſhip , the innovated Ceremonies and 
Superſtitions, the Oath ( wich its et cxcera ) binding to Cano- 
nical obedience , the CS Bamſhments, Stigma- 
tizing, Cenfiſcations, Impriſontfents, and -High-( ommiſſion-Cen = 
| B 2 ſures 


(w) | 

ſures againit pious Non-couformifts , with the ſilencing and (a;- 
pending painf#l , fowerful, and pions Preachers , with the Arbi- 
trary Illegal impoſition of the new Service- b-ok.iri Scotland , look 
much more like rhe natural parent, and proper cauſe of our 
late Confufions, Commorions, War, ard Bloodſhed, than doth 
the Solemn Leagne and Covenant, But I intend notto retort or 
recriminate. 2 M114 

hall, Sir, leave wiſe men tojudge,, howun'ikely a courſe ic 
is by ſuch «adviſed expreſſions to ſatifie Conſcience , which 
is ſo render and tickle , that all offences ſhould be avoided ; 

. paſſion is nor onely a perturbation torhe miad, bur alſo a pre- - 
judice to the underſtanding of what 1spropounded ; the anſwer 
had need be clear, and arguments convincing, that follow 
ſuch provocat'ions unto prejudice ; which-would make a ſober 
( much more a ſcrupulous ) conſcience turn afide ard read no 
furcher ; when conſcience is ſo render that reaſon is reaCy to 
pinch it into pafſion , how little need 1s there to provoke 1t by 

| railings. and reflex'on. of juſt miſcarriages ?-( much lefle unjuſt 

b > calumnies. ) Though Irories and Satyrs may become Oratours 

| in reproof , they beſeem not caſu'ſts1n the reſolution of Con- 

F ſcience-doubts. 2 

Eine imbecitli- \ Bot T proceed to confider his AnſweranJ Arguments, purpo- —& 

| 


[2 
1 
[ 
; 
i 
! 
| 


| y of his an- ſing by Gods grace toyieldto the power of Reaſon that is in 
Lfver and Ar- them , though they come under ſo grear diſadvantages as bave 
[juments > the been noted. 
_ ”* His Anſwer is, as himſelf ſuggeſteth, double , IndireR, ad 

WW  Dire&t-* | 

[ | My - His firſt Anſwer is [»drreft, an oblique Rroak at the whole 

Iis  Indire body of the Covenant, which work , how prudently it isunder- 
wee conſi- taken , conſidering the univerſal obligation of the Covenanc 
lercd. on all men, from his Sacred Majeſty to the mean«ſt Subje& , 

ler all-men judge ? and how proper to him, who ( if my in- 

| formation failnot ) is himſelf tngaced init ? lr is indeed ano- 
rable piece of policy under pretence of Recorcilivg che Covenant 

in one «Article to Epiſcopacy, to invalidate the whole, and ex- 
poſe it to vulgar contempt; bur if ic be finful, ler it go: His Rhz- 
rorick is Angelical, but let us try the ſtrength of his Reaſons un- 

ro the looſing of St, Peters bonds. 


The 


C3 

The mainftrength of what he doth ſuggeſt againſt the Cove 
nant, {lierh in the 9:/carried Circumftances which do relate un- 
ro the impoling , and taking of it ; (is) ics d-feF in point 
of impoſing power ; the terror -and: rammlrts with which it was 
inforced ; the policy and humour from whence it did ariſe ; 
and the ».v:ty or wnacquarmtedireſs of i as to our Engliſh 
Laws and Conſtitutions , or the hike : Unto all which I ſhall 
only defire the Dr.on ſertons and ſecond thoughts, to give a can- : 
did, clear, rational, and Scriptural reſolve, to this general Caſe 
of Conſcience (/:z) { ifan Onth, Vowor Covenant, contain- 
ing. in it matter good. and lawful , ( though not neceflary 
and poſitive duty ) be impoſed*by fraud, { as was rhat of the 
G ubeonttes) or force, and faftions, Army, and inmulss (as that of 
Zedikhiah to Nebuchadnezzar) without any formal authority, 
other than a mans' or Peoples own voluntary Atand ſubmiſ- 
fon, which is new untoy and »nacguarned with the Laws and 
Conſtitutions accuſtomed inthe place, andto the people, and in 
ſomerhing repugnant to Gods dire&ion; be by reaſon of any, 
or all theſe miſcarried Circumſtances, vo:d and null] Iam much 
miſtaken if he crofs not th2 common teſolution of Divines 
and Caluiſts, if he conclude the Afhrmative , bur ler us confi- 
der _ ſuggeſtions fingly , and ſo we {hall beſt try their 
ſtrenerth. 

And his firſt on-ſer begins with an 1 might ſhrewdly batter Firſt argus 
tle Covenant, and ſo he aſſaults it with that , which (T muſt ment, the 
confeſs) is indeeda battering Ram; and being adm.itred, will en- venant's dew 
danger to beat down all that hath been done in this Kingdom ANY E 
fince 1541. arraigning, cenſuring, and condemning allthe' pro-,,,, 5. ”; 
ceedings of the two Houſes of Parltament ; in which, ' I ſhaſl - 
leave his prudence and diſcretion ro b2 judged by ſuch, as are 
ſenſible how,far his Majefites Honour , the Kingdoms farisfact!- 
on and eſtabliſhment in the deſired peace, is endavgered by fo 
much as a Diſpute thereof: Burthe reneth of it lieth in this , 
the defefi3veneſs of ( and forthe i wa'icity of the Covenant) as to | 
any lawful, conſtant, or compleat anthority,capableto bind the Subs W 
jelts and people of England, 1» any Court of Conſcience or Judica- 
tare, imwhich nothing can have any permancut bong, or tie 1n Law, 
except Gods word withomt the Kings conſent; as the vow of a ſervant, 
fon, danghter ,or wife, 6c, © | . 

This 
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Anſyer to it. 


and Articles of the Solemn-League avd Covenant; and (o far, 


(1) 

This I muſt confeſle 18 a fierce afſaulr, and ſpecious argument ; 
yet me-thinks I find a Covenancer fortifi'd againſt its force by 
the Wool-ſacks oftheſe conſiderations. | 

Firſt, The two Houſes of Parliament ( and thoſe two had more 
than ordinary power ) are co-ordinate , and ſharrs in the Le- 
giſlation of Evgland , and ſo a conſtant Lawful Amthortty. 
It is, Sir, worth your obſervation , how warily in pag. 18. 
your Caſuiſt binds the King to proteR and preſerve his Ep:ſ- 
copacy , but barres his change of it , without the counſel and 
deſire of the two Houſes, whom he judgeth propitious 
coir. 

Secondly , 7.55 Covenant was ordered by the Parliamen' du- 
rang their Seſſion, And although I will not determine, that an 
Order or Orcinance of one or both Houſes , can have the 
force and permanent tie of a Law ( which yet among us will 
admit a diſpute by the ablek Lawyers gand many Purchaſers will 
plead for with vigour ) yet I chink it will not be ordinarily de- 
nied, that it may [:y the Subje&s under a permxerr bend ; and 
I conceive theſe are terms very diff.rent, that is a 60d on 
Conſcience, which is nota Law and Tie in Judicature. Or- 
ders of Parliament, direQting an AR preſently to be executed, 
will not I hope be denied obedience, or the execution be voided 
by che after diſſolution of the Parliament , eſpecially where ir is 
inics own nature permanent and abidinz, An Oath is in it ſelf 
zatura rei, a permanent bond, once laid itever binds. A Patlia- 
ment are a Power ſufficiently comple at to impoſe and enjoyn 
it ; if they ſee cauſe to. bring a Colledge or Corporation dar 
any ſpecial Oath, by an Ocder during their Seſſion, I hope 


- no Engliſhman will queſtion their Authority , nor Divine deny 


the Obligation of the Oath , nor the one or other determine 
this rye to be diſcharged when the Parliamene is difſol- 


_ 
Thirdly , The ſuppoſed defett hath been ſince ſupplied , and 
His Majeſties conſent or aflent fully expreſſed , by His ſwear- 
3ng the ſ:me Solemn League , and by Oath promi/ing His Roy- 
al aſient to all As and Ordfnances enjoyning the ſame ; and 
His Royal Declaration of the 16th. of Auguſt 1650. declaring 
Hisfull perſwaſion of the juſtice and equity of every the Heads 


Jus 


juſtifying the taking of irby His SubjeQs; that He graci 
ae to know no Friends but the friends of the Ne 
and noen'mues but the enemies of the Covenant : Hereby , 
whatever defe& was in the firſt impofing of it , 1s fully made up 
co faſten it on the people now it 1staken ; ſo that by reaſon of 
this ſubſequent A&, I may ſay, if by Moſes he will be: judged , 
to. CM ſes he ſhall go; and admitting his parallel ( which . 
ſome doubr, will noc 1n this caſe ſquare) if the Fath:r, Maſter, 
Hwusband, in the day that he heareth the vow of the Wife>, 
Child, or Servant, hold his peace , ( contradi& irc not ) 
much more if He juſtifie , allow , and commend it , as His moſt 
Sacred Majeſty hath done, on moſt ſerious and deliberate 4 
_ thoughts, in a moſt publick and folemn D:claration, :* ſhall 
ftand, and be eftabliſhed. | 


Bur Sir, ſuppoſe the Do&Etor can pull down this defence, and 
manage his batrery's ſo as to make a bteach on the Covenant ; 
yet bzfore he enter, I muſt ſound a partee with him , and de- 
fire him to cell us whether che quod fiers non debuit, fatlum va- 
let, pleaded tro defend the wanton Bapriſm of Children, and 
hatty Baptiſm of Women , b2 not more tally pleadabie in 
our caſe ; To make the workt of ic,** a tumultuous Aflembly-con- 
< vene, and' come before us with Sword and Sceprer , aa ſay. 
<« they are a Parliament, and: have lawful , conſtant, and com-.. 
© pl-at authoricy, to command us ;' and therefore wit put an 
 * Oath and Covenantupon us; and filly , inconſilerare we, are 
© not ſo wellsKill'd mm policicks, or acquainred with the conſtt-- 
<* rutions of our Ceuntrey, to dere& their fallacy, bur chink all 
< authority is within thoſe wails, and obedience muſt be yielded 
« to what13 there commanded, and ſowe are beguiled into the: 
* Oath; May we thence cry out a Cheat ? and fo caſt off the 
«© Covenant ? and conclude ic cannor binde ?+1 goubc 
ſuch Do&rine embraced will'expoſe- us to a. three yeares Fa- 
- mine, « 

His firſt battery was ſo fiercely made, that it recoileth with a. 
more than an ordinary Rumour;and makes him enforce ir pages, 
with an / might Eccho (asindeed he hath done, for I find no cer- 
rain ſound in what he ſaith) rhe violence and TP thoſe times. 
in which if was hatched .in England, - and vronght forth ” .* 
| the 


l \ | | | 
the midwifry of tumnlts, and: armics , of engaged , yea, enraged 
Pargies and Fatlioss ; All which, it aA h_ Was = 
| | ſo great or loud, but that the Lords and Commons in Parlia- 

tolence of Ment, the Commuthoners of the Kirk and Kingdom of- Scor- 
times. land , with an Aflembly of grave and: Learned Divines , did 
afcer Solemn Humiliation, -and ſeeking God, ſerious conſultati- 
on, and ſober debates; digeſt and determinethe Covenant ; 
and both macter and form doth beſpezk it to have beenno-raſth 
or prepoſterous produdt of Fancie : But ſuppoſe the worſt ; 
will che violence of the times put a nullicy and nan-obligation 
on the Oath ? How comes the ſencence to beſo ſevere again(t 
Zedekiah: He hath deſpiſed the Oath, and broken theCovenant, 
ke ſhall not eſcape , Ezek. 17. 18, Was not this Oath exhorred 
| by Armies without, and tumults within ? and yer is it ſo au- 
| Nerely binding > whatever Turks, Papiſts, or Politicians 
| ſay , (ball a Chriftlan and Proteſtant ſuggeſt a nullicy of the 
| 
| 4 


Oath,becauſe of the violence of rhe times in which it was taken? 
His-next ſuggeſtion 1s a ſound no lefſe uncertain; he ſaith he 
[His third indi- might urge the novi/ty and partiality. of the Covenant as to the 
yreR anſwer to Exgliſh Laws aud Geniows * That he might, and might when 
Þ=c-Covenant. he hath urged ir, explain it ; for the matter of it is neither »ex, 
| nor partial, it hath bee ofcen heard, and endeavoured in Ex- 
lands tin the very point of Epiſcopacy , the removal of E-- 
| Zland; Hierarchy hath been ſued fot from-* Queen. Elizabeths 
Wicneſs Dr. time, downward untothis day : and the Covenanc-ſecures all 
Proves ſEpiltle Intereſts without partiality ; his ſurmiſe of forrain influexce , 
chin invention, and obtruſion, calls for Proof; and then ir will bur 
iſe of the $ab- little relieve him ; for an Oath enforced by forraign Conqueſt, 
[Þath, .or couzenage new to the Nation, and contrary to-its Lawes, 
| binds the conſcience , and the ſuppoſed commrarrery of the Law, 
is of nofercetothem,, who conclude a Power in the Parlia- 
menwto put a- period-to thoſe Lawes, and a Solemn Oath or 
Covenant ſworne byſche Legiſlators, and by them put on the 
people,ſeemerh to be the moſt full diſcharge of all ſeeming-con- 
U - frary Laws that can be imagined;eſpecially when the Royal aſfenc 
1 _ Is publickly-eiven to 1t. ; play 
| = tis 4 He end , It might ſeems odiaus , to reflett mp- 


indire& an- ov” the Covenant , as t0 the effells, and miubleſt conſe- 
[{fver. » quences , which like blagh ſhadows , bave attended its, appea- 


rig, 


MT...- a 
rin” and prevailing inEngland , what havocks , 5mproſp rities} 
+5, as before hv noted. - This a. 3 7 hires 
carſtiot but ſeem odiops , 'but not to the: Covenant, unlefs th:(e 
fadeffeQs, andunbleſt conſequences, be found ro atrend ir, 
as its proper brood and watural ;ſne, not- accidental ſequels , 
producedby the Covenants genuine rendency to them , nor by 
wicked mens reluRancy to order and piety , or pertidy as 10 
what they had covenanzed ; but the #dzams will ofirs own accord 
refle& on' him who is a Covenanter, and yer expoleth his ſo- 
temn League and Covenant to vslgar ſcorn aud cont:mpt , 
who'isa man of juſtice and ſobriety, and: yer calnmmateth the 
Covenant with thoſe ſad effe&s which had their beirig/ and pro- 
oreſs before the Covenant it ſelf, Sure he dreams, thac ſeek 
thy ſhadow b-fore the ſubltance is in being ; and who is a D-- 
 Qereliinz the plea of ſ#cceſf as the Judge or Rule of any 
cauſe, and yer maketh it the meaſure of the ſolemn Leepue and 
Coveninr. FOn (f 
- Nor can his next ſuggeſiton be conſidered untothe encreze th.Sugrafiion 
of his crelic, in which he cells us, He w ll #2 #»/iſt ow the {, he 
baffings of the Covenant, before it was adult or ma+y years old, anliver, p. 7. 
how it was (von made a Neknſhtan, and reduced to nothing by coun- 
ter and cr ſ[: engagements , after it had ſerved as one of th: great 


* R ocks for the Kings ſhipwrack, and been warered with the Kings 


% 


blord, &c. : 9) 
Truly, Sir, had I been at your DoQors elbow when he wrote 
this, I would have adviſed him to have been ſo far from inſſting, 
that he ſhould not have {erred this, which he calls B fling of che 
Covenant : For, Sir , wiil not every one cry ſhame that ſhall. 
hear him ſay, The Coviniut wa? ore of the great Rocks which 
ſhipwrack: the King ? and, The CLuenant was water'd with the 
Kings blood ? Who:can conſider the Kings reluftancy to the 
Covenant was not ſo much as inſerted into His Charee, not once 
ren notice of by Bradſhaw among(t thoſe many reaſons by | 
him” produced, to juſtifie that moſt execrable Senrence pro- 
nounced ag1inſt Him ? Who obſerveth the Reſo/ves of the Par- 
Ham: #t , that His Maje(ies Conceſſions (though He refuſed the 
Covenant ) were ſatisfaory? and that untill the faichful Co- 
venanters were pulled our of the Houſe by milicary violence., 
and the Band of the Covenant broken by the raging Juſts of 
| | C ſome. 


Him ( as David ) kome with tfuane jcy and triumph , Pag. 2 


ia .- "FR - 
ſome proud perjure dApoſtates ; there neither was nor cou'd - 
be the leaſt proceeding againſt his moſt Sacred Majeſty ; and that 
his Majeſty under a juſt dread of violence to his Royal Perſon in 


the Iſk of Vight admoniſhed Mr. Ferem:ah French to preach the. 


Covenant to the people as the {ureſt ſecurity of His Life; and yer 
conclude Him ſhipwrackt by the Covenant ? becauſe ſome that 
had taken the Covenant did perpetrate that wickednels, will any. 
rules of Jultice or Religion charge it.on the Covenaat ? Becauie 
the.Covenant was violated by force , ſuppreſſed by power , and 
flighred by policy, was it therefore-vacated ? when ? by whom > 
or with what Argument of right Reaſon or Religion was it ever 
baffled? Was not its vigour made viſible by th2 Londez Miniſters 
Re;reſentati n and Vindication ? was not its bond on conſcience 
made legible by the Lancaſhire and Cheſhire plea for. Now-[- b- 
ſcribers, and the teſtimonies of the Miniſters in the ſeveral 

ries of E»g{ard, publiſhed with their names ſubſcribed ? and was 
ir not indeed Imprinted by the invaſicn..and divaſtation of 
Seviiand ? .the ſequeſiration and ſufferings even unto impriſor. 
mentanddeathof many in England , purſuing his Majelties-Re- 
ſtitution on the account of the Covenant ? How can the DoQor 


- confeſs, Doubrleſs the ſenſe of the Covenart huh lately qucky d 


many mens conſciences in their all g1ance tothe King, ſo as to bri: [4 
and yet here complain that it was ſoeatily vacated in point * 
us expreſs Loyalty for the Kings preſervati0Þ ? If it were ever ya- 
cated, when, or how was it renewed and re-tnforced ? If I may 
ſoeak ic wi: hour vanity , had not the firm bond of the Coyenanc 
vizoronſly contended in the point of Loyalty againſt the violent 
Pvers which bare ic down , His late Majefties Martyrdom had 
not broken'forth with ſuch luſtre ; nor His now Majeſty ( hom 
God long preſerve ): been reſtored ro that eftate of Honor in 
which we now enjoy him. 'So that the Antecedent of this ſ ug- 
oefted Argument will bz moſt prwaly denied. _ * 

-- Butif we ſhould admit it, I cannot but wonder to hear a- Die 
vine ſay and infer npon it, 1f' 5: were '0 2::145 vacated in point of 
Loyaliy, I do not 'er haw it £51 be (0 194% 47ainſt Epileopcs, 
I thinkit to be no good Logick, and woric Jvinity , from ſome 
mens eva on aud wiblation, tonkss © valttion 1d on-obligation ; 
or from & 74:07 OEM 2 035 Point , $5 infer its now-obligation 

I Fs as 
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nstoothers; ſin, indeedis apr, bur it muſt not be allowed to en» 
gender fin ; by Gods gracegradual violation. ſhaft not effe& in : 
me a total reze&ion of che Eovenanr. | 
F Hisſixth ſuggeſtion ſeems indeed to beof more force.than the 6:þ.Suggeſtior 
ormer,(wv:z.) [he Covenant ( if ſo interpreted ) muſt needs grate in h's Indice 
- ſore upon, and p.erce tathe qu'ck theſe former lawful Oaths hich anſwer. p. 8+ 
had ee fefſag the ſouls and conſciences of moſt of us 19 Ergland, 
not onely of Sub jets, as thoſe of All giame and Supremacybeſides 
that of Miniſterial Canonical obedtence to our law ul Sup riors but 
even the conſcience of the Late King as bound by his Coronation- 
Oath, cc. From which Oaths as we know no atſo/mion, ſo neither 
£anthere be any ſuperfetation of ſuch « comraditFory Vow andCoves 
art without apparent perjury, To which Toffer to confideration. 
Thar the di{-ſatisfaQtion ofthis late Majeſty of blsfl:d memory 
(angdin nothing +:re 6/:ſſed chan in the conſcience He made of 
rhgth of God upon him, andthe charge He hath-left His now 
Hori AL ajefty, Thar if God brawgbt Himto His own Right on 
ard cond iions , He ſhouldbeca-eful to perform what Heſhould 
' promiſe) that is now bzyond diſpute; and His Majeſty thatmowis, 
-not onely free from thoſe fetrers which" reftrained His Roy- 
8] Facher,bur alſo is engaged in the ſame'League and Covenant, 
| and this ſuppoſed contradi&ion caft out of doors. 
Ard as to the contradi&tion of the Covenant to rhe Oaths of 
 Altegiance and Supremacy non-cmſtat ut appears not; nof would ic 
ever (as ithath done ) have quickned therhearrs of ſome to ſuffer 
for, and co ſtruggle under their Loyalty , untill H's Majetties 
honourab.e Reflicurion, if it were ſo repugnant to them. . Ler irs 
contradi&ion in this point be noted, and we thall ſpeak to-ic. 
And as tothatof Canonical obedience to our lawful Supe- 
riors, :its contradition - is ſuggetted with an -f # be ſo mter- 
preted; 'Letthe int des be cleared bfore the contra- ' 
.dition be concluded and argued ; .for: if. that Oath did bind 
an obedience to Biſhops as an Hierarchy , .and inveſted with 
p&ternal authoruy., and as a diftivit and ſwprriovr Order of Mins- R 
firy, and its. unexplained er caters included more; 4 grativg | 
jor. and pirrcing to the quick this Oath, was no other 'bur © 
uty; andehen the argument.is of no More force, fave to ſpeak 
the frercing of their ſpirit , who fooliſþly ſware: they. know: noc 
what, and now Jefire to _—_ 5 m_ for fancy, .than 
| -C 2 cons 


| held 1562. 


| 
| 39 Articles of þ : has Trade: og 
| Religion in the ©'Þ US » Jt 5s mot neceſſary that Traditions be in all places one 


Convocation 4#d ntterly alike, &c, In Politicks (we well know.) diffe- 


: IS9\ 7; mr 
conſcience, for iris notyer pro: ved that ſuch ate lawful Superiors - 
ja Church or State, | 

His ſeventh Anſwer or Argument is ab ;5xcommode, the 
inconvenience ( which muſt be very great and viſible if it dj 
charge an Oath) and here he tells us, 1tmmnſt needs run us upon a 
great Rockof not onely Novel: y but Schiſm,@©c.Unto which Lde- 

fire, Sir, you will pleaſe to obſerye. 

1. The loſs we are at by the uncertainty of the obje& ; he 
ureeth this Argument with his univerſal diſcretive, All Epsſco- 
pal Order and Government. We muſt, Sir, have a clear Notion 
of Epiſcopal Order and Government , before we can with care 
ſhna che Schiſm'; noris it explained to us by the general. terms: 
of Pratls :e aud Judgment of the (atholick, Church in all ages and 
places till of latter days;, for we know, that ſuperiority and pa- 
ternal power over. other Biſhops and. Mimſt. rs , didtoo 
pear, and tco-univerſally ſpread after the Apoſtles days, *lllt- 


- advancement of the man of (in ;_ though tt prevailed not withour 


great reluQancy, and its removal hath been aimed at andendea- 
voured by the Reformation. | 

Again , Muſt we take it for granted, that conformity is eſſer- 
tial. ro communion with the Church ? and agreement in diſci- 


pine unavoidably neceſſary to non ? Certainly if ſo, we muſt 


' make the very form of Diſcipline an Article of our Creed. 


And:ruly , Sir, the ju d:1v:#m, or Apoſtol:ical inſtitution of 
the Form he ſeems ro plead for, lieth roo much in the dark for 
ſuch a concluſion, and therefore the melt himſelf rells ug of it 
15, Thatir looks like a» immediate Inſtitution of Chriſt , precep- 
tive and explicite, or. tacite and exemplary, pag. 17. but he 
knows not whether ; yer well-knows,. mile non eft :dem, and 
therefore he here callsir but an antext tradition, and univerſal 
obſervation; and then the 34th. Article of the Church of Exg- 
land ſecureth us from this Rock of Schiſm, whilR ic teach- 


rent forms of Adminiſtration are conſiſtent with union in the 
ſame Kin2dom ,. and communion in the ſame Government ; 
It is no ftrange thing to ſee Corporations in Erglard governed 
by their rwelve Jurors, without a Mayor and Court of Alder- 
men, but-it would be thought very range from ayes ro 
oY oY charge 


(py - 

'chargethem with ſedition ! and ir muſt be 2 jw divinum, and 
immediare inflicution, not ApoFtolical Trau ition ,, Ot Kniverſal 
Obſervation, muſt bar us from the privited ges any more than the 
diRated properties common to all policy. | 

Moreover, Sir, if this kind of Diſcipline ( wh:ch he noteth ſome 
few Reformed Church es of later days want , though th: y do not core 
remn, but approv: aud vcnerate in other: ) be ſo neceflary a Nerve, 
tharthe abjuration and exclufon of it runs us on ſuch a Rock 
of Schiſm , I ſee not how thoſe Cturches ( though heir ware 
be through neceſſity of times, and diſt1eſs of affairs, put upon them): 
can be owned 1n the unidbn of the Catholick Church; for el. 
ſentials unto union muſt not onely be reverenced in-others , but 
enjoyed by rhemſelves. wy 

Icis, Sir , worth enquiry , what he means by the (atholick 

Church; for beſides the vulzar adpropriation of it to 'A ye, and 
affeRion our late Prelates had to that term , his Note, That the 
aboliſhing of Epiſcopacy is no ſmall wall of partits n newly ſet up to 
keep all Papiſts from due Reform.tion , makes me jealous the Caſ- 
ſandriau accommodation is yet in thz B ſhops intention and en- 
deavour ; upon which they would not put that reproach, ſcan- 
dal, ſcruple, or affront , as to be without Biſhops of paternal au- 
thority ; but if ſo, happy isthat Church whoſe Reformation car- 
:1:th them furtheſt off- Rowes Superſtition, in Dicipltne and 
Worſhip, as well-as Do&rine. nes 
* Hiseighth Anſwer or Sugeeſtion is a Rhetorical.ſwada, and 
infinuating plea , which hath wholly loſt its force by the uncer- 
rair.ty of the obje& : » /f corſcience be erroneous , we ſhall eaſily 
grant that it is Equal and [rgeruous , Loyal and Religinus ,_ to Erroneous 
_ reduce and confinet ; which yer muſt not, and will not be ſtrat» conſcience 
ter, thanthe proper and genuine ſenſe of the Covenant witl _ create 
admir ; b for that extravagant ;.diſloyal, unlawful, enar- * - 
mms , and [chiſmatical ſenſe ,- againtt which he declaims, in 
which :t could neither be lawfully taken , nor honeſtly kept, it 
muſt be determined by an Explication of his Ali-Epiſcopacy, and 
full: demonſtration ofa ſenſe ſo qualified , before there can be 
any more ſtrength in this Rhetorick than in his Reaſons : I muft 
Sir, be free to rell him again , the Covenant doth exprefly bid . 
againſt. the Fabrick and very Form of the late Hierarchy 11 


England, not its abuſes, exceſſes, or defefts onely : though nor 
azainſ 
Oo 


' againſt theule of any thingwhich was g00d , andficto be uſed 
inche ſucceeding form tobe eltabliſhed * nordo Iunderfiand 
itto be ſuch an «»reaſonable and irreligions ( Ametri: ) tranſport 
for men to Covenant againſt all therigh: uſe of things that are good 

| (but not neceſlary) vecanſe of the abuſe irc:;dent to th:m,as he doth 

| ſugeeſt , though the Covenant isnot guilty of ſuch obligation, 


| 
| 


But more of this in his Dire& Anſwer. 


The Cove- Having aſſaulted the Covenant with his fierce Batrery , and 
ant authority alarumed it with his frightful Ecchoes , he proceeds to /eve/ 9 
proved , not ygþp Found all thoſe fair, but Fallacsous fpretences ( as he deems 
o_, _ them ) drawn to fe#tifie the Covenant from Scripture=examples , 
Dies $4 the Ola whereinthe Fews ſometimes ſolemnly renewed Covenant with God, 
Tctament, , &c. Andthe main and onely Morter-piece'he lersflie, is, Thac 
| it was that expreſs Covenant which God himſelf had fr made with 
| themr in Horeb and-/Mownt Sinal , punttually preſcribed by God to 
Moſes, ard by Moles ( as theer Supream Govermr or King) impo- 

| ſed upon them; th 45 they ſometimes renewed after they had broken it 
* by their Apoltacy to falſe and ſtrange gods. Unto the enforcemert 
whereof, we mult defirethe Doctor to demonſtrate, Thar the 

Law of Moſes, or Covenantin Horeb, was notonely the Rule 

and Di&ate of what matter they ſhould Covenant, but the ex- 

preſs Coverant which was, or did confiſt in the exaQ Recitaſ 

and Repetition of that Law of the Ten Commandements , as 

- thevery form thereof; ſo asthat rhey never-vatied or alcered 

it, according to their ſpecial defeQtions, in the particular 

points of their ties; and that this was the forma/ Government be- 

tween God and the people 1» the times of joſkuah, and before 1ſ- - 
raePsdefeRtion from God; orthatthis was.the Covenant be- 

rween God, the People, and King, and-between the People 

and their King in the days of Jehoradah : Orthat this was, the 

expreſs Covenant madein the point of the S=bbggh, and the - 

putting away ſtrange wives in thetimes of Nehemiah. Theſe 

ſeveral occafions, and ſpecial obligations, do beſpeak them 

ro have been Covenants, conformed as to the watter of thew 

to ſome part of the Ten Commandements; bur as -to [their 

form and manner of expreſſidn, to have been ſquared by them» 

ſelves. # TEROOTGEE, OTH 4 

But whatever was the matter or form of their Covenanting, 

| I 


<_ 
» 
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Limagine ic willnot bedenied, that the taking or rewwal thereof 


was their own political A&, done by their own will and power 
at thetime, and on the occaſion their own condition did re- 

ire and diate ; andthat many times without the conſent of 
the King then ruling them , and ſo our Covenant ( warranted for 
matter by the Word of God) is &y their example jullified, to have 


been « p:ows and prudent attion within our own power to perform, 


though for the forxs of it, it be not any Divine diftate, or Sove- 
raign preſcri, tion, yet better to be eſteemed, chez rhe petty conpe- 
frtion of afew poluick men. | 

| Nor is there any ſtrength in thizr 3 we were not Apoſtatized to 
falſe and ſirange gods, unleſs he will aficm no defeQion ſhort of 
Apoſtacy from the true, to falſe gods, is a ſufficient ground 
or occaſion on which ro renew Covenant 3 which I think nei- 
ther right reaſon or Religion will allow ; ſhall not gradual de- 
fe&ions b2 refrained , and total Apoſtacy be ſuperſeded by a 
ſeaſonable Solemne Leagn: and Cov:nant ? Surely then Foſhuah 
was too prepoſterous, in working 1ſrae! into Covenant 
with God, on a jzalouhe or rational conjecture of their future 
Apoſtacyz and had Exgland no need to Covenant, when they 
were potting i» d,ftrin: , eſpecially in worſhip and diſciplize, to 
Romes Superſtition and Tyranny ? Can any man confider the 


corruptions continued in England fince the Reformation 


' and ſo defended , that nothing but a ſoveraign Remedy could 
remove them ? nay, the very Retrogradations of the Refor- 


mation , by a rethrn of many expelled Rites, and Prelatical * 


power , ard ſay, becauſe ſhe yer owned the true God, ſhe had 
no need to Covenant ? If covenanting bean AQ wichin mans 
own power and choice ; and difeRion from Godand his wayes 


inchoated,or ſuſpeRed, be a jult groundand occaſion, Englands 


covenanting is fully fortified by Scripture and Reaſon, and the 
Pretences thereofno way found fallacious. 

His laft Sugg Rion 1D Insindire& Anſwer is of no force , for 
admit-that there is »o precept cr pattern for ſuch a Covenant in 


all che New Teſtament ( which dire&s us as Chiiſtians, and leave. - 


eth us' to the DiRates- of. Nature, and diſcoveriegof the Old 
Teſtament, in more Ppublike and political Aats which concern 
us as a Kin2coN, or Church National ) or in the ſucceeding 


4 


ages of the Church ; Will it therefore follow , that ſuch co- - 


is Yeo 


JVEnant. 
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(22) 

Onanting is finful > the Primitive.Churches never were of ſuch 
exrent"in the enjoyment: of ſuch power , under ſuch publique 
defeRions,and in iuch capacity of covenanting as we have been. 
Muſt we enquire what hath been done in the Chriſtian Churches 
co do that and no more , without regard to what may be done , 
che condicion of che Church requiring it > may not the very 
Ligue de Saint inFrauce,and Oath et catera in Exgland,though fin- 
ful in theic matter , be good Spurs and Dire&ions in Chr ti- 
ah policy > May nor the ſame meanesuled to corroborate im- 
piety , be lawfully andprudentially uſed ro irengchea true Re- 
ligion and Reformation ? Why may not Popith policy reach 
Proteſtants to combine by Covenant, as Proteſtant piety and 
prudence did diate to them a Confirmation in Religion by 
Carechiſing ? Courſes common to men are not to bz condemn- 
ed, becauſe uſed by wicked men to wicked ends. 

None Sir, do deny -the Covenant made i —_— tobe the onc- 
ly new Evangeiical ( ovenant to allChriſtrans, broken by ni'ful aud 
preſumptuous finnes , and renewed by repentance, and the participa= 
tron of th: Lords Supper : Bur wt ſeemesunto mea ſtrange tran- 

ſport of ſo grave and ſerious a Divine, to oppoſe it unto the 
Solemne League and Covenant ( that piece of policy , rather than 


ptiſmal Co- prety, aSheis pleaſed to term it) The inconſiſtency of them I 
nant. no bar muſt confeſs is not to me viſible; ſure Iam Baptiſmal Vows 


the JTnG are no bar, but may be provocauons to Solemn Covenanting 
ApUCAan 


toand with God; Letthe marter of this Covenant be exactly 
ſcanned, and if it be inany one Article fofind repugnancto, 
or diff:rent from the Covenant madein Baptiſm, we will re- 
nounce the whol=: I hope it will not be denyed, thar Baptized | 
Nations , and Churches may (in their publique and politique 
capacities ) renew'and amplifie that Covenart which was 
made in Baptiſme : And truly Sir, the Solemne League and 
Covenant ſeems to me ſo little ro differ from our Baptiſmal 
Covenant, that it is no hard matter to reſolve it into thoſe 
chree grand Heads we are(inſtruted)were promited in our names 
when we were Baptized ; and then all the difference will be in 
this; the Baptiſmal Covenant was perlonal and riyate ; this 


* publique andpolitique. 


Buc 


ButT priy ler us n6tehis fpetificativtr of rhe difference he' figs. 
Scſtet "Abd the renfork of thjs nevhilitcy be ogert which 
_ he fuppoſerhto be a Ww3a rue, erying our, How vaſtly different” 
from this Sacred Covenant , thu late piece of policy , wire than 
piety is; and how little the” true (vvenant of a Chriſtian binds 
him by "hrs ' Baptiſm or Reyentance , or the -Euchrift againſt all 
Epiſcopdl* Government , 1 "leave all ſobty-minded Chriſtians to 
page. TrulySir, his univerſal particle «/, +nay make fom=- 
thing look like # vaſt differexce, if we'could but underſtand the 
ſpecies he- would pitch -upoa, as excepted by his diſcretive 
rem, but the uncertainty of the vbje& is that we-cannot but 
ftambleatin allthe conclufons of his fupgeſted' Anſwers :/ Me- 
thinks ſuch an ont-cry of va#3 difference ſhou!d have bren war- 
ranted by a clear Anti/h:fs , Oppolites cannot appear but'by 
their oppoſition'; and yet he ſpecifies no one Article differenc 
from our Baptiſmal Covenant ; 'but ſophiſtically evades with an 
How little ds Baptiſm repentance , or the Euchariſt, bind againſt 
all "Epiſcopal government : Thefe*may ir, very'lictle binde #- 
S1inſt it, and yet the Covenant and they be at no vaſt diffe- 
rerce ; for the queſtion is not, how li:tle the true Covenant 
in them agitated binds againft all Epiſcipel government ; but 
trow much ir binds ro any ? Heis the firſt Divine I have found 
to plead ovr Baptiſm as the bond of Canonical obedience, and 
defence of Epiſtopacy ; I never did imagine D ſcipline and or- 
der to be the expreſle poſitive condition of Bap!:/rm, and the 
Chriſtian Coven.n: thereby made qaa Chriſtian , the only new 
Evangelical Covenant ; bur eſpecially this jpecies of it, Epiſcc= 
pacy. 1 hope'his fus Divinum will be made as clear as the 
DoErineof the Trinity , whi'lt itis, and muſt be cwned as the 
abſolute condition of Bap i/m, and nerve of »nion with. the 
Church : Yet Sir, give melcave to tell the Door, if the late 
Hierarchy or Epiſcopacy of En9/.»d ( which be ſeems to ade. 
vance as the late honour of the Miniſtry, and encouragement 
of Learnizg and” Religion ) be (as on an eaſfie diſcuſſion it my 
be) found to'be'ef rhe Pomps 4nd Vanities of this wicked world; 
we are not only a'little, but very much bound againſt ir ; for our, 
God-fathers and God-mothers did promiſe in our behalf ,, That 
we ſhould forſake them, as the Devil, and all bis workt ; and 
Thea he may well imagine,all ſober-minded Chriſtians muſt judge, 
. D there 
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ns) 
there i; a vaſt difference between ZBepti/m and ſuch Epiſcepacy,and 
that he isa&ed with a firong zeal, that will om Baprind 
unto it, who yer declared it to be but-a tradition and univerſal. 
obſervation. L Buy EE BE MCT 
Bur he addes a Reaſon toenforce it, and that is, Since both the 
power of ordaining Miniſters , and by them 't1 conſecrate aud 
f the power 6#{cbrare both Sacraments , was ever derived from,and by Biſhops 
Oriination of - the Church, as the chief Conſervators, - Ciſterus , aud 
Biſhops Conduits of al Eccleſiaſtical Authority, and Miniſterial power, + 
2 from the very Apoſtles the firſt B ſhops of the.(harch,Afts 1.6, 
Ba: Sir, is it. determined and: agreed on.. without controverſie, 
that' the power of Ordination was . ever derived | by. and' from: 
Biſvops (in his ſence paternal Biſhops) above , and diftin from. 
Presbyters 2. that ſo. it muſt. be. concluded No Ordination. by 
Biſhops, no Miniſter, no Conſecration.or Celebratien of either 
Sacrament : And ſo where theſe Conſervators, Condaits, Ciferns 
' were never laid, ot have been. any way. cut off, Fecleſiaſtical- 
Authority, and Miniſterial Power: never came ,. oris remoyed, 
and quite gone; for without doubt this water muſt run' in irs 
own Pipes ; were it not for-that ſubordination and depen- 
dance of ordinary 41iniſters, Shepherds , aud Rulersunto, and 
u.on the Angels, Preſidents, and chief Fathers of his Epiſ- 
copal authority he at after noteth; | ſhould by his adjon& 
Chief, have conceived that he would grant, Some ſmall Pipes 
hed run from the Apoſtles t.mes in aniox with (hriſt onr chief 
Biſhop , and derived Eccleſpaſtical Auherity , and Miniſterial 
power in the. vacancy of bis Biſhops; which if he deny, theC hurch 
of Reme will trivmph in his Epiſcopsl union with her, but the 
Reformed Churches can give him lictle thanks for this Church« 
annihilationg-Notion. 0 
Again, It:is elear that Epiſcopal «ud Apoſtolical Miniſtry 
is- idews or do , the ſame kind , diftint from that of Paftors aud 
Teachers ? it- muſt be imagined ſo to be, whil'ſt Bi/>ops only 
as Bi/hops, lay ſo much claim to the immediare ſuceeſſion to the 
Apeſtles : That the Apoſtles had an Epiſcopacy, we cannot de+ 
ny ; . for we read of.it in 4s 1. 20, Nor I think can it be 
reaſonably denied, that the foding redo Elders. at Epheſua 
were Biſhops; for lo Saint Pax! called them , as. conſecrated 


by the Holy Ghoſt, 4s 20: 28. and immediate ſnceefſors » 
©: 1 cne 
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'the Apoſtles ; yet it is rk AND wat att fog Hr, 
Preſidentt , I Fathers , and {uch as fer, T:mo:by 
them as their Biſhop , muſt needs denyjirhem ſoto have been ; 
and then, Sir , ſome that wanted this parernal Authority , muſt 
be confeſſed Criterns of Minterial Power , and E:clehiaſtical 
SH and immediate ſucceſſors to the eMhoitless and (o the 

Bapriſin binds to G ofpel-Mimfters , "as the exphcite 
_—_ preceptive inftitmion of Chriſt , whilſt Epiſcopal order can 
claim no mote but Tradition, and that very di TY ; the Pre- 
latical D'vines of -our Nation would noc_ be thus tied to the ob- 
ſervation of the: Lords Day, nur I ro the vbſervation of Eafer ; 
ye bothcheſe(elpecially rhe firt-) look as like an nmedrate 
inſtitution of Chriſt , prec: p ive and explicite, or tacite and exen- 
plary, as A __ kind of Epiſcopacy, he ſugs 20efterh to be up- 
heldbyrhe of Baptiſm. 

As to\whatrhe Do&ar addeth concerning the- | fg! and in. 
rolonable 'njuy.rs offered *to'the perſons of ſuch excellent Biſhops as 
England lately a4, and fill may have ,” atathe abatement of 
the honowr of this whole Church and itsML iniſtry oc. I'wthirc may 
be conſidered, Thar the - Covenant! isnor levelled againſt any 
real Excellency 'm the Biſhops', but an nwwarrantable rar 
neſſe, power, ard anthorny , ned by them , '6r attributed: ro 
them, which conferred -an unfitrirg honour on the Charch ; and 
then the excluſion of it is no urs and the mighty abatt= 
ment thereof is a poſitive dur o- 1 cannot think but.that /ears- 
ing , and the de howoxr of the-( burch ,” may, and will be ou 
encou Fy by che vailing of rot. ry fa whe , worldly fiate , 
wicked ſuperiofity her Goyetnours had obrained The Chitebes 
perſpecwity ſeems norts meſo neceſſary 4 chat it muſt yeets ſhine 
in Laws ſleeves, and fiiceeMion of: Buſhops of pateynal Agrhe- 
rity over their brerhren 3 nor. know I to what Churches, ſave 
thoſe of Rome, . ( who tnake' rhe ſucceſſion of cheir' Biſho = 
ſole and fingufir Note Gn (a Superſctſeas « 
Epiſcopal Ordet pop cnt orvenerable ſoever'ir be med) 


can be io ſcanda Rgetted, rr hopfrapnpoar a 
ed Clinches ſee axloros it 3 + OY Sit, we find Firtfe 
forcein this his 

Thus, Sir , 7 Tha CG 7 Fe Gi the Doors Taubvitt 


Hnfmey and # revinng: —_ —— td gr” and 
vert 


pſiderable Obſerver take-notige theCovenant 
—aniſtboinodanabgall ors DASeEs ” 
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ſubvert the whole, Fabrick of the Solemn League and: Covenant:; - 
andin. them (-ro my judgmenc) there is ſo little firenerh. of 
Reaſon, or true Religion, that ir. affords but a poor ground for his 
inſulting and triumphanc diſcharge .in Pag. x.2. Theſe things 
being thus premiſed ,. are ſufficient (,as 1. conceive) to. abate the 
Egge and Rigour of the, Covenant , and 19 ravel that Cabel and 
Zoud of Religions Obligation. For, Sir, notwithſtanding his ſup- 
-poſal ( afferted) /n good-<arneſt there 15 neither Law of God or 
LAan, requiring, impoſing , cr comprobating any ſuch Covenant-: 
The Boarerges*s will find cauſe to thunder out.terrour againſt 
Cavrnam-breakingy leſt Rhetorical flouriſhes wihour: ſtrength of F. 
Reaſons. ſhould releaſe the conſcignces cf che. vulzar from the 
_pawer of Religions Bonds. ; Os | 
It.may be, Sir, we ſhall find more ſtrength-in the Doors 
down-righe Rroaks, than in his back: blows: His batteries in 
his Indice Anfwers.attempted., have bs{ppken his, purpoſe to 
b-eak in ſinder.che Sacred Bond of the , Covenant :..His:;payer 
tocfeRitin poinr.of Epiſcopacy mul} appear in his Dire An- 
ver, wherein (we thank him ). he looks. on the Covenanc 
32: he ſofteFt ſenſe that.can be made, as it. is a volmmtary Vow ,or 
religious Bund. which-[rivate men. ſpontaneo fly took. wpen then 
ſetues, &:c,, Bur yer he ſuggeſteth.it was taken by very few, no; 
ore fourth, raxt of the Nation now living 4: and the few made 
to take ut by the tervors of Priſon, Plander, S;qs. ftrat.on, andthe 
like wracks., Uato which (before we obſerve h s particular ce- 


conciling Anliyers, relating, to the ſpecial point of Epiſcopacy ; I 


propound to confideration, that ,,,. je 2, 
..-The paucity of Covenanters, will, ygt diſcharge, its. obligation. 
Be there neyer ſofew,, I hope thoſefir may-be treemnaflerting, 
and muſt be faithful. in adhereing tothe Covenant; in- which 
their.confidence may be the greater, for.that His moſt Sacred 
Majeſty comgs.into maks up the. number... ... "1, 
-, But 1E the DoRor ſaw-with my eyes,, he wauld nor. ſuppoſe the 
number co ;be. ſamall; '1f all Tables. were, as18ible-as; thoſe;of 
the. Lords and Commons , I believe theirnumber would be found 
-WAPy, Mare rhanche; fourth pare of the;Nation.., Bur can;any 
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- publickſabſcriptions) by the moſt Miniſters in the ſeveral Goun- 
: ties, ' unto their individual Congregations, and. thattunder the 
ſucceſs of War ,, which aſually extendeth a Covenant unto: all 
who come under. its influence ; and that theperſons who were 
.conſtrained to compound for their ſequeſtred 2ftates fware the 
. Solemn 'Leapne and" Covenant as the main Condition 1n their 
Compoſitiogs ; .and:yet ( withourthe Tuppoſal 'of a very grear - 
mortalicy, inagine #rthe forth part of the Nat ou tohavertaken 
the Covenant ? The DoQor ſure judzeth by ſuch. with whom he 
converſeth, and1 eatily bzlieve they are not a fourth part of the 
Nation; yet:me-thir ks he: himſelf being ro be reckoned intothe 
number, mighe wellconje&urethem ro bz more. : 
| But again, Sir; thecap4city of the Covenanters 1s more-confi- 
 derable than the »umber;' and wiihmake'tt a queſtion well worch 
conſideration, -Wherher ic be nor obligatory to the whole Nati- 
on? When I confider the Lords and Commons i= Parbiament af- 
ſembled; and underthat notion and capacity-ſ;yea'ing the Cove- 
nant, 'asthe colfe&ive Body of the Nation, though: nor near « 
Fourth part 1» number; 1 amapr to .hink 1c looks very bke aNatio- 
»al Obligation: For I knownor hw. th2y can take pardons, if 
they make nat promiſes in our names; _— when the aſſent 
of His moſt Sacred eMajefty is made to legible by'His Royal 
Sabje&ton to: the Solemn League and Cov-nantr. ..I.am much 
miſtaken 1f the Or hof Ze1ck:iah ardth; Princes ( without po- 
pular Delzgars ) did not bind the people of ]ſ-2e! 3 1 hope the 
DoRor wilt be more wary than to plun2ethe whole Kirigdom 
tnto Per ;#7 5; That there was any ſuch Logick as Ar:foxr, Plunder, 
and- Sequeſtr ations, "to: enforce the. 'Covenanrt:;::n ai: nor 
well-plzaſed', IT hope he had more ifortirude-, ithan-to fiffer 
his R-aſon- and R.ligion to. be fo. captivated , he-knowerh 
the will canner be compelied ;and'1Iimagine be will not maks 
extortiop by force. any more-thax fraud-abfolye: the: Objt- 
gation & warrant the receſſion or violatien ofanOath;he knows 
that Nature and Scripturedo teach the contraty, . Whatever as: 
Cicere/saff:&ion to him; be knows wherein he commends Poxe-: 
ponius:the Tribine,as co his extorred Oathz- not wil a Caſuilt de-- 
ny, Fr avermtum metwextort:om, to bind, + Greater force can be-" 
622anmuerothemuek/nF.of an Oath:, nor greater fury from God - 
foltbwangifor broakingrhe Oach fo farced;thiantbat \vhich hefel. 
Eedekzah to the King of Babylon, | | But 
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But ſet us ſee by what ſtrength of Reaſon he worketh'our re- 
Icaſe from this wo/vntary vow , that we alſo may be free-men ; 
and iris produced by ſeveral ſuggeſtions, whereof : 

The fic is a clear ſophiſm or charm to vulgar conception 
T hey ar: nt ( ith he) the bare words of the Covenant, which as 
charms cas bind any mans conſcience to, or againſt any thing. 
It is very true, for they may be Hiſtorically: r:ad or repeated 


* by ſuch, who are not capable of, or concerned inthe obtigari- 


on: But , Sir, if (as inour caſe _) the words be uttered as expreſ- 
fionsof the mind, and declarations of-the purpoſe and' re- 
ſolve of the heart to engage God and mento expetatien of per= 
fo:mance}, I hope they then bind ; and thar, nor onely becauſe 
the marter is juſt , :rwe, and gocd , but allo becauſe declared. 
Is not ingagement of expeRation In others unto the Obligation 
of our ſelves the end of ſpeech in Promiſes and Oaths > whence 
elſe is that Caution of Caſuiſts, That the words of an Oath be 
plain, andcliar , and commonly uſed and underſtood , that the 
fallacy thereof may fall ? 1 wonder at the DoRors Anrithefis of 
Wards unto Reaſon, Tuftice, Trath , _— and Duty , 
which we deny not morally and really to oblige men either by 


- Gods gentral or particular precepts : Butyet I cannot believe 


them to be as [ron or Adamantin: Bands , to chuſe good and 
doit, to hate evil and eſchew it,, long before the Withs and 
Cords of mans combining or tying are put upon them by th:m- 
ſelves or others, This ſounds in my cars like new Divinity , 
and Morality too : Ohthe folly of Nations., who confide more 
inthe Wirhs and Cords of Words , Promiſes ,: (, ovenants, than 
inthe Ironand-Adamantine Bonds of Trarh , Joftice, and Duty. 
Imuſt confeſs Twas fo foo'ith , as to fancy my felf bound roan 
A&, becauſe good, jaſt,:7ue, duty; but much fafter bound, 
becauſe -prom/ed or ſworn ; and Ihave known-many men bog- 
gle at an Oath or Promiſe, and fear to break 1t, who would make 
no bones of Reaſon, Truth, Fuſtice, Duty , but. faap: them in 
ſunder like a ſingle tie 3 and me-thinks the Scripture placeth a 
oreat deal of ſtrength in the words of a Vowor Qath , Devr, 23, 


23. That which is goxe out of thy lips thox fhalt keep and per- 
pos as thou haf Sowed i ole unto: Lord, thy Gat ; 
for thou haſt ſpoken it with thy mouth, | And ſurerherewas moſt 


Adamaxine irength'in the words of Jeprimb , which pur him 


Es (39) 
into that agony, and confirained that out-cry, / have opened ns 
. mouth nnto the Lord, and rite cehets Jodoas HAY it 
Oaths and Promiſes are but Piths and Cords, I marvel at the 
courſe and cuſtames of Nations to lay them each on other, as the | 
only grounds of confidence;and I much more wonder,mens faich 2 
ſhould be more fixed in Gods Promiſes , than Properties ; 
and God, though under the 1ro» bonds of his own mercy, juſtice, + 
cruth:yer,for afſurance ſake,ſhould bring himſelfe under the Withs 
and Cords of promiſe and Oath,and then tell us by ewo immutable 
things wherein it us impoſſible God ſhould lie; we ſhould have frong 
conſolation, Hebr, 6. 18. , | | 
His ſecond ſuggeſtion is ro me no leſs (trange than the firſt ; py.,, mans: | 
( viz. ) Norcan any ſuch Covenant bind any man in any con Ouh binds by| 
[ci-ntions bond, meerly by the power of a mans cwn imagina- his own ima= | 
tion ., I am ſure it can never bind him by the power of an- 892900. 
other mans imagination - Oaths ought ro be in words ſignifi- | 
cant, whoſe ſence may be obvious to every common capacity. | 
ſhuffling and ſhifringthe ſence , and figniſication of an Oath, is © h 
che ſnare and perplexity of Conſcience, po.icy of Hell, and-So- | 
phiſtry of the Divel : Men muſt be careful ro underſtand every 
Religious Tie and Bond ; and not /:ſt ro conceive by prejudice 
and pre 'umption; yt if hisown imagination be not thatwhich 
muſt guide and bind him, 1 am miſtaken ; I expe men to ſee 
with their owneyes , and be ſaved by their own faith; and did 
ever conceive diſcourſe, interpretation, inftruion, and argu- 
mentation,. to intend, nota Ha eſterial impoſition, but infor- 
mation ofthe mind, which might engender a right imagination - 
for men to follow. Iknow not Sir, what your Caſuit may 
make of an Erroneous Conſcience; bur Dr. Ames bath caughe us , 
Conſcients quamvs erravs, ſempey ligat ; & ille peccat quiayir 
con'ra Confcientiam; an erroneous Conſciznce doth alwayes 
bind, ſo that he fins, who as contrary thereuntoz which cannot 
be;unleſs the Covenant bind by the power of a mansSown imagt- 
nition. ; F 
His thicd anſw2r Ido confeſs is drawn with ſome conliderable Oiths bind nar 
trength ; for »o Covenant can bind us to the injury of anathers to the injury: 
Right ,, Liberty ,. Power , or lawful Authority , private or %* None, 
publick,; except ſuch asare ſw: jaris, involved infimſelfe; and - 
{o per acciaens ; archindred, and hurtin andbythem , mor L 
F: | lieve- } 


% 
” 
EO ee ee e—————__—Q—@ÞD___ 


pa oe ne—___—_ og re 


en Com ue_ b_— oo OO 


: 
7 


| 


- 


believe he underſtands *bur Sir, it fofeth ics Nirengehi in ce © 
af] unep:i0n ; for 'it- appears not that the extpationof Prelaty as 
ic is expreſſed in the Covenant, doth lake away the” liberty, 
power, and lawfull authority of King ,. Biſhops, or Parliament; 
himſelf tells us, the Covenant was levelledagainſtthe deſpor:- 
cum tyrannicum . Regimen; and 1 have before noted, that ic is 
the wnwarrantable pomp and power , and unlawf's} authority, aud 
' ſuperiority of rhe Biſhops above other Minitters, which is ex- 
chuded, and ro be extirpated by the Covenant, untill the 
0bjeft isagreed on, the force of this Argument may well fall. 

Yer give me leavers tell the DoQtor, it is worth hisenquiry, 
whether the power of the King for re#F::xtion, and of che Biſhops 
for execution and adminiftration of Epiſcopacy (late'y a&ed-in 
England, and now endeavoured to be reſtored ) b2 nor fully , 
andaQually, by a juſt, lawful, and compleat Authority, abol;'/- 
ed and taken away by the ſtatute of 17, Carel!, repeal ng that 
whole branch of the ſtatute primo Elizabethe, which authori- 
zed the jurifdiftion of Epiſcepacy ; and barreth his mot /a- 
cred eMajeſtyfrom oiving-Commillions chereunto, and fo:bid- 
ding all Ranks and: Orders Eccleſiaſtical from aRting upon any 
ſuch Commiſſion in any matter or thing whatſozver : Sir ., 
mot men think that ry. Den was lawfu!, and the Hizcar- 
chy of England was ſui juris to , and within the poryer of 
King, Lords, an1 Commons ; and this diſcharge of Epiſcopacy to 
have ben noinjury , and to have bezn ated long bzto:erche Co- 
venant did exiſt; and ſo the Covenant was-but an enforce- 
ment of this Law ; and Wer if chere _ Parliimnt wich 
may look upon Biſhops and. Epiſcopacy with a more propiti:26 eye, 
thas theſe ary FN it through the Provijeerias elarles. it 
will be worth enquiry, whether the Covenant ( as is before no- 
ed ) be not a National Covenant, and bindeth not che Parlia- 
ment from prepounding , and praying, and his moſt ſacred 
Majeſty from aſſenting unto the re-eſtabliſhment thereof > and 
ſo whether the preſent a&tings of ſome B:ſhops and Deans be 
' not without Legal and juſt aurhoricy ; , and the impoſing 'or 

endeavouring to recurn thar (oy Statute) aboliſhed, an (by Cee 
yenant ) excluded Fabrick , not a tranſgreſſion of che Law, 
and plun ing the Nation-into perjury? which how conſiftent 
ie-is with the honour of King or Kingcon., ler wiſe _—_ 
* 4 T e 
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| The DoRors foutth, fifth, and eight Supgetions do reface tih- | 
to the good of Epiſcopacie; concetning which,he ſuppoſerh a good, | 
which I muſt confeiſe Iam nor clear to admit; as for that good in | 

| 


this, which is commorn'to all Governments (wiz.) the Principles 
and proportsons of Order, ſubordination, and Government, we (hall 
not deny ir, only concerye it isnothere pleadable; for, it may be 
continued inthe Government which ſhall be ettabliſhed ; bur as The poodneiſe 
to that of good init, by Scriptural Precepts and Patterns in the Tew- of Epiſcopacy 
iſp Church, Apoſtolick conſtitution, and Primitive uſe of Eccleſr. denied. 
" aeſtical cuſtomezard holy mens general approbaticn, and univerſal 
:zmitation, itis under diſpute, andnot yer obvious, and ſo not of 
force to conclude for it ; and as to Englands experience of the much 
00d done by it, ſince the Reformation, 1K is very obſcure, whii' the 
bel of benefic imaginable to have been reaped by ic, hath been 
to preſerve the Reformario» inthe ſtate anddegree in which King 
Edward the ſixth, and Queen Elizabeth 1eft it ; for wherein hath 
Epiſcopacie promored it ? nay, racher wherein hath not Epiſco- 
pacie (by rs ſilencing andl ſuſpending zealous Min'ſters, exccmmus- | 
nicating, dmpriſouing, baniſhing, and ſtigmatizing pines Chriſtians, 
for no fault at all ſave endeavouring it) retarded the progreſſe and 
perfeRion of the Reformarion?nay, hath not Epiſcopacie (by :ts 
turning onr Chancels into rauled-inſantta ſanttorums, our Commuynr= 
o1-tables tm:0 adored Altars, our glaſſe-windows into prpiſh piftures, 
and changing our common and eſtabliſhed Liturgy into a more cons- 
pleat conformity to the Popiſh Maſs-book for form if adminiſtrati- 
on, Crader of worſhip, Rites and Ceremonies) b:ought the Refor- 
ation into a molt palpab'e and apparent Retrogradaticn ? and 
hath not then your DoRor cauſe to tell us jt were extreme felly, 
and madn:([e, prephaneneſ, and blaiphemsy to cry it down asevil,aud 
engage in Covenant againſt it as (uch? truly Sir, to all his ſuppoſed 
yoo whereby it is ſo bexefics4! (in lit3 eye) to the b:ing, compleat 
and regular being of any Church, and none more than England, 1 
ſhallonly ofpoſe that one evilfor which(were there in ic no more)it , Az 
deſerveth to be decried, and extirpated by the Covenant, and that <2 
._ evil I find ſo inherent to Epiſcopacie,thar this very moderace man _ | 
cannot divide them, (v:z.) th2 nor only degrading all ordinary | 
Paſtors and Miniſters inthe ſight of the people (making their Mi- 
niſtery greatly ineffeQual)) bur alſo diveſtirg them of al{ authori- 
ty, and ſuperiofity over the people, pre rring the people to, and 
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above them, as their equals and ſuperionrs ; whereby all their ad-- 
miniſtrations whil'ſtin Black Coats, are repreſented to be meer 
Cyphers, to which the Biſhops Lawn ſle.ves muſt be the only fie 
oure lignificanr:: Sir, can ic be lefle than duty , to extirpare that 
which dorh engrofle to its ſelf, and'ſo enervate in others, 2 Go/- 
pel Miniſtery ? if Cephas and Apolis be no- MimPſters of Teſws 
Chriſt, as well as Pan{the Apoſtle, I ſee no cauſe tocchide the Co- 
rinths2ns for their Schiſm ; bur paſſing his Hypotheſis, ler: us try 
the (trengrh of his Propoſitions by which he would bind the Co- 
venant to his Epiſcopacie, and they ſound very ſtrangely in my 
ears. 

I. A Covenant can bind no man in conſcience againit any thing. 
that is in. s natme good, or not Morally evil, for this were tobind a. 
mans ſelf and others beyond Gods eternal righteouſnefſe , this is nun« 
to me a leflon of new Divinity ; for Sir, be pleaſed to note; that 
the good he ſpeaks of is #arural, not moral, much lefſe Theologi- 
calgood; itis a gaad which is notin it ſelf ne:eſſary, bur may be 
neceſlaty in its tie and place :. lo thatitis a plain Adiaphoroy, a 
thing indifferent : that to bind men to what 15 morally evil, ts aC- 
venant of hell, 1 can eaſily be convinced ; bur, thar ro bind then 
againſt whatis allywed of God as good and lawful(but not duty ne- 
ceſlary until circumſtanced with rime and place) ſhould be ſo, is 
ſure but one Doors opinion, I.didever conceive Adiaphorons 
to beſubje& to the Magiſtrates command, and a mans own Co- 
venant, and ſo diſtiov& from Divinepreſcriprion; the eating of 
fleſh is in irs nature god, and not morally evil ; the Apoſtle is apr 
to Covenant witha weak brother never eat fleſh'; is this to 
bind him{elf beyond Gods tternal bonds of righteonſurſſe; or in a C6- 
nant with hell 2 1 miſtake ſuch CaſuiſtsasI have read, if they con- 
clude not the contraty. 

2. No man may vow or Covenant, much le f keep any ſuch Cove- 
nant as he hath taken intentionally againſt the evil, corruption or a« 
buſe of any thing, fo as to involve the good and wſef ulneſſe e of it, and. 
to condemn that to deftrution and extirpation, Truly Sir , I muſt 
confeſſe not only judicial (ſuch as is his inſtance of the Judge of 
all the earth in his righteous deſtribution towards Sodom, and ſo 
impertinent to his caſe) but alſo rational, and Religious .diſcrimi- 
nation of ob/etsis good, and neceſſary, but that a Covenant in- 
volving good and uſefulneſs, whil' it is intended, againſt evil ub 
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#duſe, is therefore void, and not to be kept, T cannot believ: : I | 
have read, Turamentum nn eſſe illicitum ant obligands vim non a- Sanderſon de 
mittere preciſe ab hoc, quod videtur eſſe 1mpediti2um majoris bon, (4 amenro pre- 
an oath isnot therefore yoid, becauſe it hinders + greater (char *#+3-5*@.1z- 
is, more than ſimple) good: 1 ſhall willingly wiſh men-may-noc 
be ſo tranſported as to ſwear againſt 4 202d when it can be ſepata- 
red from the evil ; nor yerto di{chargerthe Oath, becauſe the £00 | 
(which might have bzendivided) is involved : It is a mats dw 7 
co diftingurſh berween the S»prr fFruttures of. m:n, ard. foundation 
of Chrift and his Apoſies (of which order his Epiſcopacie doth not 
yet appear:) and 1c isa mans /ibertyto reſtrain hinſelffrom the 
thing that is in its own nature good and uſeful, when attended 
with plain and poſitive, nay, accidental evil. I knew a man pal- 
ſing through an old rocten houſe, gora knock on his pate, and in 
tis-paſſion, ſwarethe would pull-it. down and-burn-Jicevery Rick; 
his wofk-man adviſed him to uſe: fome of the. materials.'go2d: and 
»ſcful in his few Fabrick;the gond manis conſcious of his Oath 
(though rath and unzdviſed) Will the D or pleaſe to reſolve his 
Conſcience? Or again,. Hezek:ah obſerves the ' brazen ſerpenc 
(the fomerimes means)and now M2morial of //7ee/s remedy, and 
rype ofthe Redeemer ) abuſd:cs' ldolarry; ſwearech-he wilhde- 
firsy ir, and MR executes. his Oath: ſuppoſe. at;that 
"time (as it had irs good ) robe as uſeful as before, ic will puzzle 
me to'charge him with iniquity for ſo doing. - "4 bs 
Thirdly, Ns man can in conſcience be bound by any ſuch( ovenant PI 

agarefſt that which may upon ſecoud thoughts and af, er-view, -and = G Sh 
better info -mation, 'appear tobe good and uſeful to. him.z he 15 here yy, is bound, 
bound nt to kiep hisCouenunt in thelatitude of his miſt akrs and pre- 
ſump!i:ns qr to att according to his prejudices aud former ſuppoſals; 
but rather to retraft his raſhne fie ard unatviſedneſſe in taking it at 
firſt, aud to att according to his preſent evidence of what 35 true, juſt 

cod, lawful, and ue} ul even in Epiſcopacy, &c, Truly Sir, this 
is to me ſuch range divinity , that I cannoc but wonderD.; D. 
ſhould be arrendant on the aſlector of it; Iam ſure ifitbe admit- 
ted, one reaſon Produced by no mean Caſuiſt rodefend the Obli- Pins 
gition of an Oath extorted by fear, muſt fall co the ground, Elegit ,,,, 167 F- 
1d quod nunc viſum eſt (bi melins, he choſe that which he then con+ Sex, rx. bs 
cerved to be the beſt; but accordingito out Caſuift,, be. might, on an 
afcer-view diſcern bur:fu/, and ſo rearatt 1 How happy and; chee- 
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ridg would ſuch a reſolution as this have been unto Jophteb in hig 
anguiſh and out-cty , 1 have opened my month unto the Lord , and 
cannot go back:Why man, can you not On ſecond thoughts. and an 
after-view ſee the goodneſie and uſefulnefle of your daughrer?Re- 
tra& the raſbneſſe and nnadviſedreſſe of thy vow. ; anda accor- 
ding to thy preſent evidence; Nay, how advancagious had this re-- 
ſolution been to 1/rae/, when Foſknah and the Princes- preſerved. 
the G 3beonites to be jricky inthe eyes, andthornes t# the ſide of 1ſra- 
el? To whatend do they plead, #« have ſworne nnto them by the 
Lord; now therefore we may not tnch:them : Why,muſt they needs 
at cothe /atitnde of their preſumptions & muſtakgs?could they nor 
on ſecond thoughts and after view diſcover their craft, and diſcern- 
chem to be cf the people commanded by God to: be defiroy'd, 
dangerous to diſturb their peace,and divert them from their Reli-- 
tgion>How ſad was the fate of the ſons of Saw/ in the want of 
fuch aſol*tion as this which might have ſaved chem 211 from hang- 
ing? for the Scripture witneſteth, That Sanl flew the Grbeonites 12 
his zeale to the children of Iſrael and FTudzh, 2Sam.24 ,2. Without 
| Coubton ſecordthoughtsCf ax after-view pf the good which might: 
enſue on the violation of that Covenant caught by fraud , I hope 
-our Ptelates will rake care'in thenext Imprefſion of the;Com- 
mon-Prayer-Book, to make the words in Pſa/.15,ver. 5.conform 
to Pſaſ, 105. wr... 28. i is but the expunQion of a Negative parti-- 
cle, and for d ſe bediext, we reade obedrent, and for repemeth not , 
we reade rep:nterh;and ſo the CharaQer of a man for heaven ſhall- 


: , be conform toour Gaſuifts reſolution and[Scripture-Texr, He that 


 ſweareth to tir owne hurt, andrepemteth :-I cannot but commend 
the correion of this verſe to the Drs. care; for as it is now read , 
it is not onely different from the Original , but alſodiflonant ro 
his doRrine whilf it is read in the Old Common-Prayer-Book , 
He that ſweareth ts his nerghbour and diſappointeth him not though 
it were to his. own hindrance... Þ 
* This Sir; Thave tryed the ſtrength of the Drs. Arguments, and 
findin them 'very little force ro reifie conſcience, releaſe. Sr. 
Peter, and reconcile the Covenant with Epifcopacy. Truly Sir, 
were Epiſcopacy in it ſelfe never ſo good, yet it muſt appear ne- 
ceſſary before it break through the bond of the Covenant : Ic. is 
now-indeed high time tolearn rigrteonſueſs and wiſdemygthe' which 
works not more inany thiog, avon conſcremtions cheaving to the 
| evenant, 


U 


atmo}; ce to the Sulemy League and 


| 085) 
Coutnent,and paying the vows made 10 God 1n the day of affictim: I 
freely conſenc with him, that cautions and conſcientious covenanter 
raks a calmer view, and exatter meaſure than perhats he did at the 
frſt., But methinksbe ſhould not leave them ro rules of ſo great 
latitude, that will not only diſcharge the Covenant, bur all Sacred 
Religious ties : What Oaths can bind, if wordsare of no force, or 
buc withs and cords? his own imagination of no influence?no 200d 
may be exeluded or involved ? and ſecond thoughts diſcovering 
uſetulnes will diſcharge ir? where ſhall be the cercainty of humane 
contraQts or farce of Religious bonds,if theſe principles be admit» 
ted? who ſhall ever Scruple to.make, or care to keep a Covenant, - 
if other mens tncerpretations muſt dire& it, and our own retracti- 
on on ſence of raſhmeſſe,may diſcharg2 ir? If Sir, theſe Propoſitions 
be the Doors props for Epiſcopacie, it will appear too prophane 
for pious men to meddle with... 0 
Sir, 1 doubr-nor Fur, he andall men tall nd every conlei> 
entious Covenanterenjoythe comfort of; his accompliſbed Oath, . 
when in his place be hath ſeaſonably adviſed, bambly petitioned,and 
lawfully endeavorred, to remove E »olaxds old Hierarchy, and to 
reftore fuch an Epiſcopacie, to be exerciſed by the officers of the 
Church/in Common, and good arder, as is neareſt the Scripture, 
Primitive praticeand periwalion of fober,grave,pious and learns 
ed men, ſuch as was the late Primate- of Armagh; but if either 
His moſt Sacred <MajeFt,or any other in Authority. fail in the 
exerciſe of their capacity (as the late pertidious K»mp in their trai- 
rerous ard uncharitable Declaration of Sepremler 20. 1650. ma- 
licioufly ſuggeſted, he would, and 4s he ſeems to hope) ro'effe& 
the endy of che Covenant, I hope it. ſhall ba no offence. comourn 
for their iniquity, and the iniquity of the Land ;. por will it bein- 
conſiſtent tothat humble [; fon aRive or pMſive, I confeſle 
id uſ on wap ri. mol CH ons Jef : whatever ſhall = the - 
eſtabliuſhmenc 1n.the Church(choaugh, never ſo.cqrrupr, yet) whillt - 
conſitient wich ſalvation, though it may cecairnco me aſi 
and a (ujpence of my Mimſtry, by Gods grace it ſhall. not effect u 
me, (or ſuck on: whom. I. have an influence) $:hiſm from x4 
Church, or Re/ifance ofhis Majelties, juſt Rightand Authority ; 
une wtich God odd) a rexty by Henco ro 
YE FH { Wi 0701d) 1' A, ready. DY Lum to, 107g! 
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be diſcovered a bind of iniquity, a ſnart and giu for Schiſm aud 
Sedition to aft by to the diſhononr of God, and _ of Reformed 
Religion: YetT cannot but moſt heartily,pray tor ;be honeſt and in- 
genuous Roformation of Exiſcopacy beyond the formey defeltive or ex- 
ceſſive Conftitation or execution of it : Which'I doubc nor will effect 

the corruption and extirpation'covenanted. ' © = 
; Iconfeſs eyery conſcientiousCovenanter oiweth chisJuſtice and 
ut. 3 Wd: 
| - To God, **t9 approve, love, defire, aud-uſe what is good, not 
bzing within his own power, and extluded by his Oath or -Cove- 
nant; my and muſt, ate things very different. *- -** 599 
2, «Toobey the King as chief G overnonr of Church and State, ene 
« joyning things lawfol and honeſt ( ſo not Covenanced againtt ) 

'* rhongh n9t the very beſt. A Ee 
3. Topity © the Biſbeps and Fathers of the ({hurch who have been 


© there too injurious, or 17jurionſly uſed, and pull downe 21l-proud 
Prelates and paternal Authoricy over Presbyrers which abuſe their 
brethren, and debaſe their Miniſtry, becauſe in a black Coar. 
 4- Toencourage Miniſters, andendeavour-the refcue of them 
from dividing Fattions and popular inſolencies which have-befal- 
Hlenthem'for wart of rhe King , and Eccleſiaſtical Order,but'may 
= enjoyed withonta Brſhop advanced in power above his'Bte- 
thren. Fe OM | . 

5: Love rtothe C harch, in end:avouring its unity, peace , 
and proſperity in the rune of Prelacy and eftabliſhment of an 
Epiſcopacy and over-ſight duſy conſtitutedand catcfully execu- 


6. Carete his ow! ſont; Tnward and exeinatpeact; not to b conze- 
- ned by gloſſes,cougted'by Rhetorical flouriſhes, nor cudgelled our 
of 4/7 5 hn moſt bitrer ſufferings,bur to cleave unto it with 
care, conſtancy, and diligence, and takeheed of all fophitical ſo- 
furions, and ſubriſe'reconciliations, which endeavour to baffle the 
Covenant, and 'bteak- in peices-the very powet-of Retigious 


_ -Sir, Knowing how tender and delicate a'thing Conſcience is., yer 
fearing it might be baffled and de/nd?d by Sophrſtry undiſcovered ; 
Fhave pteſiimed to ſurveigh yourDoKors So/nt 19» of the Covenant, 
ind ive art accvyne of =) apprehenfiony of it; Covenant'hreik- 


ths 1sfo. ditefal a-God-provokdvg fin, chat T tremble to'think &f 
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Enylands leaſt tendencie to it;whatever men: 0 the 
if the Covenant being the Rock of his lars <MajeiHes ſhipnracks 
icis viſible thar the 97v/4ri2, of it hath beenthe deſiyntt-o of. our, 
lace #ſurpers who laid it'afide thar they might leap inrocheirChaie 
of Stare: anid ir'caritior be denied tohive beenthe:chief ail on/y 
meeanes of his Majeſlies thoſt juſt and honoutable Regirucion;'and 
an adherence ro it (1 doubrnor)) will prove the eſtabliſhment of 
his Royal Throne;I cannot therefore but be.grieved te finde can+ 
cempr poured on the Covenant, net only by the vulgar, but ſuch 
whoſe rank and gravity ſhould make them more ſenſible of the 
weizht and worth of an Oath. . | 

When Sir your DoRors So/utson came firſt into my hands , the 
Speech of Fulian Cardinalof Saint Angelo concerning the League 


of Viadiſlaus King of Hungary with Amurath the Turk,came into —_ of 
uUrKS,p- 25 


my memory ; and on obſervation ſeems roo much alike unto it 
( Ipray you pardon the compariſon) the prerended principle of 
the one was Zeale for the Church,and love of Rel gion,and ſo of the 
other; the ſcope of the one was to diſchargeth:. ath,and ſa of the 
other: the method of the one was to abſolve by co/onr and pretence 
of binding under the Oath; ſo of the other : the Arguments of the 
one were defett of authority from Gods Vicar ox earth, conſ'nt of 
Confederates, contrariety toform:r (, ovenants, excluſion MI greater 
2034, expoſed toreproach and ſcandal,ra}neſſe and nnadviſedneſſe in 
making, and the like; and ſuch are the arguments of the other: the 
one was by a man of eminency, andeſteeme, and engaged in the 


ſ:meOath,ſo is the other: ſuch 1s Sir the agreement 1n every point, - 


thar-1r would much better have-become a Jeſuite or Popth-Ger- 
dinal than a Proteſtant DoRor, I cannot but pray they may nor a- 
oree 1n their intended end, the br:ach of the Covenant , leſt God 
make them agree in the mz/erable effet, the loſle of the Chriſ- 
tian Cauſe, ruine of King and people, ,and their perpetual infa- 

Y. R 6 H PF : | '"T ; 

I ſhall Sir trouble you no longer, fave to tell you this anſwer 
was diſpatched in :wo days; and had waited on yon much ſooner , 
bur thar I hoped ſome more eminent and able pen would have 


. Pleaded the Cauſe ofthe Covenant, and matched the DoRor ſuit- 
ably to himſelfe; ſuch as it is you row have it; I defire it may be: 
weighed in the ballance of R:aſon and Reliyion, without reſpe& 

unto-+ 


faticy-to themſelves 
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pen COIN IT Fleet 
prove 4 1 87:ors Gooſe eAV 
wiltbe cbepnes Ton Cnr whilt reſolved to approve 


himſelf no lefle zealous incche Religious than he hath appeared 
irs the Political'or Civil part ofthe Solemne League and Covenant; 


and make it his care to give God the things that are f Gods, 4 Ceſar 
the Wt that arc Cafes - 


> 
SIR, 
BD 
_, f* 
” SIE WS | | 
| Tos RE ' Farewell, be faithful. 
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